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What happens when you
mix one luxury apartment,
£200,000, a host of
electronic gadgetry and a
team of installers with the
knowledge and expertise to
bring it all together? We
sent CALLUM FAUSER to
find out...

KITLIST

Main Rack

2x Middle Atlantic Produwcts AX-524 24-space Equipment Access Systems
S Artcoustic PA-300 2x 3000 amplifiers

1x Crestron CHARMPX 16x 80 Channel Intelligent Amplifier

1x Crestron CNAMPX Tx 200 Intelligent Amplifier

1% Crestron AV2 Professional Dual Bus Contral System

1x Crestron CZENET-1 10100 Baset 1 Port Ethermet Card

1x Crestron CNRFGWA, 1-\'...'.;:"' Rermole BF Recener

1x Crestron C2N-SPWS-300 24V 300W External Power Supply

1x Kaleidescape KSERVER-1500 media server

&y TS0GE Kaleidescape KDISK Cartridges

2 Kaleidescape KPLAYER-5000 Server Clients with integral oplical drives
1x Netgear Gigabit Pack

2K Nl._'!gl._'._li WGED2 Wi-Fi Acoess Points

2x Crestron CZN-DAPBRC 7.1 Surround Sound Audio Processors

1x Crestron CNX-PADEA Enhanced Professional Stereo Audio Distribution
Processor

1% Crestron CNX-PVIDBEXA Professional Video Destribution System

2x Thomson D518215 Sky HD Digibaxes

Presented s a tiled mosaic of cover imagery, highlight any particular titke for
more than a few seconds, and the surrounding thurmbnail images dramatically Lounge Area

coahesce 1o display films of the same genre, year, lead actor or whichaver
dlassification the user wishes. Even better, with three separate ditk cartridges and
two independent receners linked 1o the main server, the adults and kids can
simultaneously watch pretty much whatever they wish, wheneuer they wish

taking the tour
With the nerve-centre of the A\ system taken care of, and so much wall-space in Dining Area
the [nirg area given over to the surrounding windows, where exactly were the 1x Future Automation PH Plasma Hinge Drop-dowm Lift
spezkers required for a fully-fledged 7.1 sumround sound system supposed to ga? :x Vidikron 'n."P-liZHD. Flasma D.uspla-.' SCreen .
Well, the three in-wall Artooustic speaker arrays fitted adjacent to the central % Artooustic BF;MLLT.I 42-1|.1r.|'!|Centre Speaker
Vidikron plasma screen were 3 start, but it took a total of four Speakercraft ‘TIME 4x Speakercraft TIME Five In-ceiling Speakers
Frve" speakers mounted in the ceiling to complete the effect. With the ad of a Kitchen
handy Crestran ST¥-1700CXP wireless touchscreen controller, Mark demanstratad 1 Crestron MT-1000C Hand-held Remote Control
heww a smple series of button presses causes the in-ceiling speakers 1o reveal 1 Philips 42PFL¥S00D Aurea Wallmounted LCD TV
themsehves and swivel into a sumound-sound formation, that delivers rich, well 21 Speakerazft AIME Five In-celling speakers
balanced sonics from 2l angles.

Maving round the cormer into the dining ares, my attention & directed 1x Crestron MT-1000C Hand-held Remote Control
upwards to a square outling and within moments, a 42-nch plasma screen has T Vidikron WVP-500 Plasma Display Screen
gracefully swung down from the celing and come 1o rest perfectly in line with the 1x Artcoustic Diablo rn-.wall Sut?-'.'mnfpr parel
seat at the head of the table. Like much of Creative Home Cinema's work here =x Spaatcarcraft TIME Fva In-ceiing Spaakar:
thits was ultimately borne out of necessity, The relatively late addition of the dinir 3x Sne-al:fr.ffraf'r 6.5-inch Dual Tweeter In celling Speakers

s v Uiumately & oul of necessity. The ¥ late on Ot the dining 11 Agquavision AV-F17-2 17-inch Water-resistant TV
area’s combination wine cupboard and cooler meant that the main soreen in the
living rocm, despite being equipped with a motorised leftiright it mechanism, Bedroom 2
couldn't be seen by anyone seated at the wrong end of the dining table. Taking 3" Future Automation PH Plasma Hinge Drop-down lift
advantage of the ceiling space therefore seemed to be the most sensible answer - 1: EETE': tf!ﬁi:j::ﬁﬁﬂg:;ﬁiiﬂwm
:5512'5?;?;: ;";[e;[t::f[h:qey were atle bo o up with snazzy sobifons such 2% Speakercraft AIME Five In-ceiling Speakers
e ! =L i,

herving throwgh to the kitchen area, one & struck by the no-nonsense Bedroom 3
gleaming chrome and stainless steel surfaces, which make for something of a D Puture Automation PSA2 A Swdvel Plasma Bracket
contrast with the design dassicism we've witnessed elsewhere, The work surfaces, x Crestron n.1'r-41 oo :'am'he.ld ne.mc-te control
hobs, appliances, sinks and storage units are all ranged across the left-hand side, 1x Vidikron VP-42HD Plasma Display Screen

11 Vidikron WVP-500 Flat-panel Plasma Display

1x Future Automation MOT-50 Motorised Swivel Bracket

1x Sonance IW-2 iPod Dock

1x Crestron STX-1700CKP 2-way REWI-fi Touchpanel Controller
2n Artcoustic DFF180-43 Wall-mounted Loudspeakers

4x SpeakerCraft TIME Five In-ceiling Speakers
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You may know Grant Bovey as the husband of erstwhile Blue Peter
presenter Anthea Turner; you probably won't know him as a successful
property developer, but that could well be about to change. You see,
Eovey's company Imagine Homes i something of a magor plaver in the industry,
spedialising im provideng "buy-to-let’ services to both expenenced property
rvestors and those just starting out in what can often be a daunting market. The
man dearly knows his stuff, as the superd location (and no doubt highly valuable
real estate) of the Imagine Homes-owmed Cheyne Apartments goes 1o show,
Sitwated within & stunning Thameside vantage point, this lusury thee-badnoom
apariment & part of a larger development of 12, and not onby will it serve as the
couphe’s London base in the near future, it also contains lashings of automated
and audiowisal finery, the likes of which one doesn’t get to see very often

Installers to the stars Creative Home Cinema wene responsible for the
technclogical smarts of this stunning abode - and we were lucky encugh to get
@ guided tour courtesy of company MD Mark Buckfield. For Mark and his team,
fhe pressure wis on to put together a discrest hardware installation that met

Master Bedroom//Ensuite

Flerwes posver lives on!

that 've spiad oppasite the sofa, | can't see any speakers, wires, docking stations, 24 Speakercoraft AIME Five In-ceiling Speakers

with the appraval of a client whao could perhaps be described a8 maore house-
proud than most. At the same tirme, the man of the house required an

entertainment set-up that brooked absolutely no compromises, especially with
regards to audio performance. And as if this wasn't a big encuagh challenge in

AV components... nothing.

The finish has certainly been been done to a very high standard. However,
as with most retrofit installations, one or twao rather unusual design chowes had
to made. hMost notable of thess perhaps, was the decision to mstall the heawily-

with the opposite wall taken up by a formidable arsenal of professonal-grade
Gagoenau cooking equipment. These hard ecges ane softened slighthy though, by
the colourful "ambilight’ hala produced by a wall-mounted Philips Aurea flat-panel
TV situated at the far end of the room.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

v creativehomedinema.co.uk

teelf, these twao competing requirements also had to be recondled with the
apartment already finshed,

Yenturing further, we stop to take in the master suite, Similar to the main
Invineg area in terms of the colour scheme and use of plush cladding on the walls, it
boasts an innovative sumound-sound set-up that's been achieved throwgh yet
ancther well thought-out speaker arrangement - two either side of the wall-
mounted plasma in front of the bed, two in the cefing above and, most dever of
all, a non-directional Artcoustic subwooder built into the venting that runs along
fhe base af the left-hand wall, The televisua! fun naturally extends beyand the

laden central rack systemn in the living area, just metres away from the main flat-
panel screen, Cleverly located withen a cupboard just deep enough to store the
required kit, and concealed befund a pair of doors finished waith buxwnous leather
dadding, its extracrdinarity quiet operating levels mean that users will barely even

walk-in wardrobe to the en suite bathroom, where an Aquavision TV mownted on
ane of the walls serves to accompany long sosks with the latest goings-on in
soapland.

The remairing two rooms boast similar hardware specifications = a 42-inch
Widiknon plasma sreen, two in-ceiling speakers and a Crestron wireless remotie can
be found in eadh, with both wired up 1o the main rack unit via a sefies of digital
audio and HD component video connections. Sparting contrasting intesiors, the
JE—— hight and airy Wvenne Westwood' room festures the same “drop-down’ celing-
maunted plasma TV arangernent & found in the dining area, with the bald, ratro
designs of the Mary Quant-inspired thind bedroom complemented by a tithed
Vidilran plasma resting discretely upon the wall,

When taking on this project, Creative Home Cinema found themsebves facing
the challenge of a comgplete retrofit. Mot that you'd ever know, as despite Mark
desonbing to me how the reguired cabling had to be added to the walls, floors
and ceilings, | have found it impossible to make out any architectural scars. The
surroundings all look absolutely flawdess, and with such a generows amount of kit
1 tor play warth, rmy anby complaint is that | didn't have at least another 24-hours to
soend in this impressive property!

seeing is believing
Cross the threshold of this flagship dwelling and straightaway one performs a natice that it's there.
double-take - because situated in front of & mimored wall stands a nddy great Hidden inside, you'll find that hardware components from automation
full-size Dalek, its illuminated blue eyepiece glaring intently at you. Doctor Who's heampweights Crestron have been used at almast every level to brng the dients'
ultimate nemesis and perhaps the most enduring wse of the BEC license fee, demands to ife, from the external 300W power supply and the CZEMET
ensures that vistars ane prepared for the myniad features that swait them. Move Ethernet card used 1o enable remote diagnostics programmeng, night down to
past Skano's finest and follow the halbway 1o the end, and you emerge in an the intelligent amplifiers wsed to distribute 2 midure of bath stereo and suround
open plan [ving anea encircled by windows, through which it's possible to gaze al digital audio to every room.
a panoramic London vista Occupying centre-stage in the right-hand column of the rack unit

The simple, refined interior s largely the work of Turner, whose "home meamwhile, s a Kaleidescape media server system, Capable of storing arcund
furniture packs' are offered to all Imagine Homes clients, and given this 3750 CD afums or 336 DAVDs and linked to every TV in the apartment, it acts as
property's current status as a show home, the décor is intended & a a user-friendly, central repository for all of the family's recorded media
demonstration of what they can expect from the company's senices, There's no Mavigation and browsing via the wirekss Crestron contrallers found in every
coubt that this well-appointed space & easy on the eye, but I've been told that room &, it must be said, simpcity itself, Using said contrellers in conpuncbon with
there's hags of electronic frickery making up a poweriul home entertainment the living rocm's vibrant Vidikron plasma screen 10 browse mosses by thesr cover
systerm in here somewhers, Agide from a dieak, S0-indh wall-mounted flat-pand art, is perhaps the best way 1o expernence what the system is really capable of.
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